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Humane Canada is the national federation of SPCAs and humane societies. As Canada's voice for
animal welfare, we drive positive, progressive change to end animal cruelty, improve animal
protection and promote the humane treatment of all animals.
Our name reflects our vision of “a Humane Canada”, and that vision is shared by Canadians from
coast to coast to coast. Humane Canada believes that all animals possess intrinsic value, remarkable
complexity and inherent dignity, and as such are deserving of respect and moral concern. On behalf
of members, we advocate for the humane treatment, care and protection of all animals. We promote
the concept that all animals used by humans be provided with high levels of care to ensure their
health and comfort and that their behavioural needs are met. We also advocate for habitat
protection and enhancement for the well-being of animals in the wild.
Humane Canada created the following recommendations as a guide to action that can be taken to
create a more humane Canada.

If elected, what will your party do to create a humane
Canada for all animals?
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LEGAL FRAMEWORK AND GOVERNANCE
Instrumental to creating a humane Canada is federal legislation that protects animals from cruelty and provides a
framework to ensure animals are treated humanely and with respect. In many areas, our laws are significantly out of
date and lag behind the international community. When Canadians are polled on these issues, there is overwhelming
support for taking action to treat animals more humanely. This support is particularly strong among millennials and
younger Canadians 18 - 25 years old.

RECOMMENDATIONS
1

Establish federal leadership on animal welfare by overseeing the coordination of all animal-related laws,
including the Criminal Code, federal requirements for transport and slaughter, Food and Drugs Act, Fisheries
Act, Species at Risk Act, other federal environmental laws, and provincial and territorial laws. Convene an allparty parliamentary Animal Welfare Legislation Review Committee to review all existing animal protections
and how they can be coordinated and enhanced to improve the quality of life of animals. The committee
would deliver its recommendations to Parliament, and propose national animal protection legislation to
implement the committee’s recommendations.

2

Provide funding dollars to strengthen the Criminal Justice System’s response to animal cruelty through
training for enforcement officers, crown prosecutors and the judiciary on animal crimes and the direct links to
human crimes to improve community safety and reduce societal violence and vulnerability - as identified in
2021 through a Senate Observation in Bill C-3.

3

Re-introduce Bill S-214 (ban on cosmetic testing on animals) as a government bill.

4

Increase effectiveness of the Criminal Code in recognizing the links between crimes against people and crimes
against animals by including animals as victims in Section 2, adding a Coercive Control offence which
recognizes animal abuse as a factor and adding animal cruelty as an aggravating feature of other offences.

5

Ensure ongoing democratic discourse, public consultation and debate regarding the ethics of the use of
animals are integrated into the legal system, by creating an advisory body to the federal government with
representation of provinces, territories, animal welfare non-governmental organizations, industry, scientists,
ethicists, veterinarians and Indigenous organizations.

6

Create a ministry or interdepartmental group (including, for example, Departments of Agriculture, Justice,
Public Safety, Science) as the central hub of animal welfare in federal government.
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PUBLIC SAFETY
Evidenced-based research shows that violence against animals and violence against people are not separate and
distinct problems. Rather, they are part of a larger pattern of violent crimes that often co-exist and are popularly
known as the “Violence Link”. Cases of partner abuse, gang violence, youth crimes, assaults, homicides, sexual
assaults and child abuse also commonly include animal abuse, however, the justice, public safety and social service
system does not recognize or incorporate animal welfare into their systems.

RECOMMENDATIONS
1

Ensure that all reporting and tracking systems, including the Violent Crime Linkage Analysis System and the
Major Case Management System, integrate animal cruelty.

2

Create an Animal Cruelty Offender Database so that offences and offenders can be tracked.

3

Fund mandatory training for Justice stakeholders to entrench knowledge of animal welfare and the
Violence Link into the system.

4

Ensure that animal issues are tracked by Statistics Canada including information about companion animals
in Canadian households and co-occurrence of animal abuse and interpersonal violence.

5

Commit funding to a national humane education strategy so that every child and youth is provided the
education and training they need to develop respect, empathy and compassion toward human and nonhuman animals and thereby to value the interests of others. This should include engagement with the
Council of Ministers of Education, regarding how humane education can complement and advance ongoing
efforts in environment and sustainable development education.
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COMPANION ANIMALS
Canadians care deeply about the animals they share their homes with – more than 8.1 million cats and 7.7 million
dogs live in homes across Canada. However, each year in Canada it is estimated that hundreds of thousands of
unwanted and abused companion animals enter shelters. Canadians depend on the Humane Societies and SPCAs in
their communities to care for companion animals that find themselves homeless or in need of protection, and to
promote the humane treatment of animals through outreach and education. However, Canadians are surprised to
find out that the organizations that they trust implicitly are underfunded and do not receive the governmental
support that they need to fulfil their critical social services mandate.

RECOMMENDATIONS
1

Provide federal support and funding for animal shelters across Canada, in recognition of their long-standing
social service to communities dealing with companion animal abandonment and over-population for
decades.

2

SPCAs and Humane Societies are responsible for much of the enforcement of laws to protect animals in
Canada. Proper financial support at the Federal level is required to ensure that these agencies have the
resources they need to enforce the Criminal Code of Canada.

3
4

Canadian shelters face the brunt of companion animal surrenders due to overpopulation and high cost of
veterinary care. A federally supported national preventative and affordable veterinary care strategy needs to
be put in place to mitigate the flow of unwanted and abandoned animals while encouraging responsible pet
ownership.

Tackle the low-welfare, high volume supply of puppies by providing more oversight and effective laws around
breeding, selling, importing, and transporting companion animals including;
1. Banning commercial third-party sale in Canada directing people to buy direct from a licensed breeder,
or adopt from a rescue or animal shelter.
2. Developing an effective framework of registration, licensing and enforcement of breeders that
incorporates education, health care/vaccination requirements and limits on overbreeding.
3. Ban the commercial importation of puppies into Canada.
4. Strengthen CFIA resources to enforce current regulations and seize animals in poor welfare
conditions.
5. Regulations to address online pet scams and false claims.
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FARMED ANIMALS
Each year, more than 800 million animals are raised on farms in Canada for food. There is increasing public
awareness and scrutiny regarding the welfare of farmed animals in all phases of their life: while on the farm, during
transportation and at slaughter. The public has an expectation that farmed animals should, and will, be treated
humanely. This expectation is translating into public pressure on the agriculture and retail sector to eliminate certain
farming practices from their supply chain. The agriculture and retail sector are making commitments to the public,
especially with regards to the phasing out and elimination of confinement housing and painful practices. Many
Canadian farming practices, however, still lag behind higher animal welfare standards in other jurisdictions.

RECOMENDATIONS
1

Address waning public confidence through a federal commitment to improving animal agriculture to meet
Canadian values regarding welfare and the environment. This would include a refusal to pass any law that
reduces on-farm transparency while providing support for the implementation by Canadian industry sectors
of strong national animal welfare standards with effective, transparent and accountable third-party auditing
programs to ensure compliance.

2

The current Codes of Practices are advancing animal welfare by setting target phase-out dates for various
painful practices and for confinement housing systems. Additional support needs to be in place to ensure
that producers can meet or exceed these targeted phase-out dates. This would include funding for
infrastructure, on-farm training of new practices, and support for research into new technology and
innovation.

3

Canada’s current animal transportation regulations are inadequate when compared to international
standards. Recent updates to the regulations fell short of recognized animal welfare science and our global
counterparts. Stronger transportation regulations need to be implemented immediately.

4

Provide funding and resources to ensure there is robust inspection and enforcement by Canadian Food
Inspection Agency of humane transport and slaughter requirements.

5

Canada is a respected world leader in the area of animal welfare research. This important research is what
forms the basis for the development of Canada’s Codes of Practice and identifies best management
practices. There needs to be a commitment that Canada’s animal welfare research programs will be given
long-term, ongoing public funding.

6

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency is responsible for labeling and should implement humane labeling for
animal agricultural practices that allows consumers to make informed choices about alternatives.
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WILDLIFE
Trade in wildlife is occurring around the world to feed the consumer demand in the pet trade, for entertainment
purposes and for products such as remedies, charms, trinkets and trophies. Such trade encourages the
indiscriminate slaughter of wildlife, invites illegal trafficking in endangered species and risks disease transfer to
humans and further pandemics.
Inadequate federal legislation on exotic pets is not only contributing to the suffering and death of wildlife through
capture, transport, abandonment and improper care, but it is also a human health and safety concern. Domesticated
animal species have been selectively bred and managed for hundreds and thousands of years based on preferred
attributes such as temperament and behaviour. Non-domestic animal species are often unpredictable, potentially
dangerous and, by reason of these factors as well as by reason of their own needs, are unsuitable to keep as pets.
Wild or exotic animals are often acquired without full knowledge of the specific physiological, psychological, social,
environmental, behavioural and exercise needs of the species. Many of these needs cannot be met when these
animals are kept as pets. Escape, release or abandonment of wild or exotic animals may threaten animal and human
health and the viability of native wildlife.

RECOMENDATIONS
1

National legislation that will end the importation and trade in wildlife and exotic species to protect
Canadians from health and safety risks, while safeguarding animal health and welfare and the viability of
wild populations.

2

Prohibit the importation of members of endangered species for captive breeding purposes, except for bona
fide conservation programs that (a) have a viable mechanism for the introduction of animals back into the
wild and (b) incorporate protection of the target species' natural habitat.

3

Prohibit the temporary or permanent importation of wild animals for use in circuses, novelty acts, traveling
zoos, exhibits and shows, and other temporary spectacles.

4

Address the threat posed by animal markets and trade in wild animals by supporting and encouraging the
closure of poorly-regulated wildlife markets globally that carry an elevated risk of becoming sources for
future pandemics.
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